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It took some time for us to figure out the best “flow patterns” and to get used to where things went, but everything sorted 
itself out...eventually! 
 
We hope you enjoy these pictures of the project, and those that appear on the following pages! 

THE RENOVATIONS ARE COMPLETED!! 
 

M onday, December 7, 2009 marked a milestone for us here at the monastery as we sat down to eat our first meal, 
fully prepared in our newly renovated kitchen, in our new refectory. We spent the entire weekend moving things 

from our temporary kitchen (the bakery) and our temporary storage facility (the Chapter Hall) back into the kitchen. Our 
weekend Sister Cooks also began giving the new equipment a test run as they prepared our meals for us, although we 
still had to eat in the “temporary” refectory (our Community Room). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Now where should we put this…?” Sister Judith Miryam prepares a scrumptious dinner. 

A view of the refectory from the kitchen. The sisters take their meals from the center refectory tables. 

Then the Big Day arrived, and all the sisters were able to eat in the same place at the same time, for the first time in ages! 
How good it felt to finally be back where we belonged! 

Sister Mary Amata at the Reader’s Desk. 

Sister Mary Catharine checks 
out the new cabinets. 
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A side-by-side view inside our new kitchenette. 

Our new “dishwashing center,” complete with a 
three-compartment sink and commercial dish-
washer. 

The new pantry. 

 

THE RENOVATIONS ARE COMPLETED! (continued) 

The sisters like the new dishes and flatware! 
Something good is cooking for supper. 

...During... 

So much stuff...so much space! 

Sister Maria Agnes checks out the leftovers. 

Before the meal... 
...After the meal. Clean up is a breeze in the new 
kitchen! 

A view of the new handicap-grade ramp. Our Lady and her Divine Child watch over us all! 
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Our contractor, Frank Korfmann, spoons himself out a 
plate of food while on the serving line. 

“Smile and say ‘Cheese!’” From left to right: 
Sisters Virginia Mary, Mary Magdalene, 
Maureen and Diana Marie. 

Sister Denise Marie entertains our carpen-
ter, Jay, and his wife in the kitchen. 

From left to right: Sister Mary Martin, 
architect Sharon Tarantino, Sister Mary 
Amata and Sister Maria of the Cross. 

O n Saturday, January 2, 2010, 
we held an Open House for 

our wonderful workmen and their 
spouses as a way to thank them for 
all their hard work. We all had a 
delightful evening! 

Our plumber, Elvin, and his wife, Donna, show pictures of 
their family to our sisters and guests. 

Bishop Manuel Cruz (left) and our chaplain, Father 
Ciarán Fergus, O.P., during the blessing ceremony. 

Our community looks on as Bishop Cruz blesses the refectory. 

O n January 3, 2010, our re-
gional bishop, Most Rever-

end Manuel Cruz, came with his 
aunt, Tía Isabella, to the monas-
tery to offer a special Mass for 
us. Following the Mass he 
blessed the kitchen, refectory 
and hallway, and then joined us 
for a wonderful dinner. 

Sister Maria of the Cross (right) is in deep conversation 
with Bishop Cruz and our prioress, Sister Mary Martin 
(left). 

THE RENOVATIONS ARE COMPLETED! (continued) 

Our sisters in the novitiate enjoy the rare 
after-dinner conversation in the refectory. 

Bishop Cruz and his aunt, Tía Isabella, serve our sisters a 
delicious meal of meatloaf, potatoes and vegetables. 
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Our Lady of the Rosary Circle—Gifts of $100,000 and above. 
 

The Fraser Family Foundation                                     Korfmann, Frank                        Giangiulio, Mark 
 

Saint Dominic Circle—Gifts of $50,000 to $99,999. 
 

Dolan, Lee                           Kalmes, Nicholas                        National Religious Retirement Office (NRRO) 
 

Mother Mary Imelda Circle—Gifts of $25,000 to $49,999. 
 

Luzarraga, Alberto & Maria Teresa  
 

Saint Joseph Circle—Gifts of $10,000 to $24,999. 
 

The Anna-Marie Moggio Foundation    Anonymous Donor                   Davila, Mr. & Mrs. Ricardo               Dominican Fathers, St. Joseph Province     
Griffin, William T. &  Susan                 Heaney, Michael                       Munoz, Susan & Edward                   Notre Dame Church  
Redmond, Elise                                      SOAR                                       Tafaro, Robert & Catherine 
 

San Sisto Circle—Gifts of $1.00 to $9,999. 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR HELP!! 
 

W e extend our most heart-felt gratitude to all who made these renovations possible! May God grant you His abundant 
blessings for your generosity.  

Abraham, Catherine & Gary 
Addonizio, Anita 
Adrian Dominican Sisters 
Ammenwerth, Martin & Ida 
Andrews, Mary 
Aviado, Asuncion 
Ayco Charitable Foundation 
Baab, Peter 
Bacharach, Kayellen 
Baird, Gloria 
Baltus, Tom & Sande 
Bank of America Matching Gifts 
Baranski, Irene 
Barrett, Thomas 
Basilone, Dario & Irene 
Bastianelli, Connie 
Beck, Bernard 
Beirne, Roger & Ann 
Beirne, Thomas & Nancy 
Belfatto, Joseph & Deborah 
Berg, Vita 
Biunno, David & Louise 
Blasi, Donna 
Bon Chef 
Boneski, Constance 
Bottazzi, Robert 
Bouras, Nicholas 
Bouri, George 
Bradbury, Mary 
Brier, Bruce 
Broglio, Mrs. Clarice 
Brown, Melanie 
Bruton, Matthew 
Burns, Richard & Kate 
Burrow, Dorothea 
Buss, Catherine 
Byrne, Mary 
Camarata, Jeannine 
Caney, Kathleen 
Carano, Mark & Jane 
Caruso, Joe 

Cattano, Andrew & Monica 
Cecere, Ronald 
Cera, John C. 
Cerankosky, Ray & Marie 
Chesler, Mary Ann 
Clarken, Elizabeth 
Coffey, Frederick 
Colangelo, James & Andrea 
Coleman, Angela & Dennis 
Commarato, Rose Mary 
Conair Corporation 
Conlin, Sheila 
Cooney, Raymond 
Corpus Christi Monastery 
Corrigan, Sarahann 
Corso, Vito 
Cotterell, Arthur & Mary Jane 
Courtien, Ray & Mary 
Cowburn, Frederick & Judith 
Coyne, Mrs. Jeannette 
Crum, Gloria 
Culver, Eleanor & Craig 
Cunneen, Msgr. Sean 
Curran, William 
Cushman, Elsie 
D'Adamo, Michele 
Dalton, John J 
D'Ambrosio, Mrs. P 
Davidson, Mary 
Davis, Terri 
de Stevens, Ruby 
DeCicco, Josephine 
Decker, Mary 
Dedyo, Rita & Harry 
Delano, Joseph A. 
Dellinger, Ann 
DeSantis, Barbara 
Dickson, Mary Ann 
Disko, Maura 
Domenick, Anne 
Dominican Sisters of Hope, Emmaus Community 
Dominican Sisters of St. Catharine 

Donalesk, William & Donna 
Donnelly-Conte, Barbara 
Donovan, Dale 
Donovan, John & Patti 
Doty, George & Karen 
Douglas, Elizabeth 
Drone, Leon & Judith 
Duetsch, Sheila 
Duggan, Edward & Tina 
Ehrmann, Doris 
Eldracher, Virginia 
Englert, Frederick & Kathleen 
Ertle, Christine 
Etcheverry, Julianne 
Evers, Karen & Clint 
Fahey, Mary Anne 
Faraci, Joan 
Farese, M. 
Fatima Monastery Pius XII 
Feely, Jim & Gail 
Feoli, Anthony & Elvira 
Finnan, Anselm Gerard 
Fitzgerald, Kathleen 
Fiumara, Rosemary 
Florio, Don & Marie 
Foran, Mary 
Ford, Lenore 
Ford, Robert & Mary 
Fraiola, Thomas 
France, Dorothy 
France-Kelly, Fr. Kenneth A. 
Franks, Patricia 
Freeman, Martin 
Funk, Ruth & Nick 
Galluzzo, Anthony & Ann 
Gambino, Benedict 
Garcia, Valerie & Tony 
Gaudette, Edward 
Gauthier, Laurie 
Geils, Lorraine 
Gelsi, Robert J. 

Giaimo, Patricia 
Gibboni, David 
Gibbons, Charles & Sharon 
Gilhooley, Catherine 
Gilmartin, Anita & James 
Gilsenan, Dr. Michele 
Gilsenan, Mr. & Mrs. James 
Gilsenan, Mr. & Mrs. John 
Giordano, Michael 
Gorman, Mr. & Mrs. John 
Goudreau, Mark 
Grumka, Mary 
Gusmer, Msgr. Charles 
Gutierrez, Fe & Cesar 
Guttadora, Lois 
Hagemann, Geralyn & Richard 
Harkins, Brian 
Heffernan, James 
Hellmuth, Theresa 
Herbert, Molly 
Hildreth, Robert 
Hille, Robert & Leslie 
Hinchman, Hilary 
Hirner, Sue 
Hluch, Arlene 
Hluch, Marlene 
Ho, Nghia Hieu 
Holden, Carol 
Holy Spirit Sixty Plus Travel 
Hopeck, John & Shana 
Horan, Kathleen 
Huber, Dorothea 
Hunt, Marjorie 
Huston, Spenser & Patricia 
Hysko, Ann 
Illis, William & Margaret 
Infante, Vito 
Jacques, Diane 
Janiak, Josephine 
Jaramillo, Renee 
Jaskolski, Dorothy 
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Jaworski, Marilyn & Phillip 
Jensen, Sif Sand 
Johnson, Mary Ann 
Jordan, Nicole & Ken 
Kakalec, Barbara 
Kaletkowski, Lonia 
Kalisch, Mr. & Mrs. David 
Kaminski, Zigmund 
Kanach, Mary Lou 
Kenny, Mary 
Kilminster, Ann 
King, Judith 
Kingsbery, James & Mary Louise 
Kirwin, Thomas & Genevieve 
Kitzler, Anna Marie 
Knights of Columbus 
Kralick, Ann 
Kruzser, Peg 
Krystow, Joan 
Kucirek, Albert & Joanne 
Kull, Andrea & George 
L & K Hi-Tek Auto Body 
Landry, Fr. Roger 
Langley, Ed & Irene 
LeCompte, Armand 
Lemoine, Talitha 
Lepore, Vita & Art 
Lieder, Eileen 
Liguori, Bernice 
Lipari, Shirley 
List, Mr. & Mrs. Walter 
Lombardo, Mary Ann 
Loughlin, Marie 
Lowry, James 
Luciano, Lenora & Michael 
Lugay, Jake & Minny 
Lydon, Leo 
Lynch, Barbara 
Lyons, Candice 
Lyons, Mary T. 
MacMahon, Virginia 
Madrid, Esperanza 
Maffei, Dr. & Mrs. Louis 
Magallanes, Marlowe & June 
Maguire, Virginia 
Mahala, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 
Maher, John & Mary 
Maher, Mr. & Mrs. John A. 
Mahler, Rita 
Major, Terri 
Makrod Investment Associates, Inc. 
Maluso, Alice 
Mancipia Immaculate Cordis Mariae 
Marbella, Dalisay 
Marcantonio, Angela 
Marconi, Most Rev. Dominic 
Martin, Sarah 
Martine, Louis 
Masi, Ann 
Masini, Joan & Ernest 
Mastrangelo, Connie 
Fr. Matthew Maureillo 
Mauro, Patrick 
Mayer, Peter 

McCarrick, Cardinal Theodore E. 
McDonnell, Janet 
McGrath, Kathleen 
McGratty, Ed & Marcia 
McGuire, Kieran 
McLaughlin, William 
McTavish, Steven 
Medina, Mary & Pete 
Merlucci, Millie 
Metcalfe, Kathryn 
Metters, Deborah 
Mihai, Florian 
Mikula, Mark 
Mirabelli, Mario 
Mitchell, Eileen 
Mittl, Mr. & Mrs. George 
Monaghan, Patricia 
Monastery of the Angels 
Monastery of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Montuori, Rosary & Toni 
Moore, Louise 
Morrison, Mary 
Morton, Heidi & Paul 
Moschetta, Rosemarie 
Moshier, Krista & Mark 
Muench, George & Debbie 
Muller, Muffin & Jim 
Mullin, John 
Murphy, Kathleen 
Mylod, Robert & Monica 
Needles, Rev. Brian 
Neil, Ronald & Adrianne 
Nentwick, Bernadette 
Nesselhuf, Marilyn 
Nguyen, Hauv 
Nguyen, Thien 
Nguyen, Thutrang 
Nguyen, Tien A 
Nguyen, Trang Tho 
Nienow, John 
Norton, Maureen 
Oberst, Mary 
O'Brien, Edward 
O'Connell, Brendan 
O'Connor, Thomas 
O'Hanlon, Mrs. James 
O'Leary, Anne T. 
O'Mara, Mary Claire 
O'Neill, Eugene & Catherine 
Orchard, Joe 
Orso, Margaret 
Orzech, Dorothy 
Osinski, Patrick 
O'Toole Family Foundation 
Our Lady of Peace Church 
Paige, Amanda 
Paolella, Sal 
Parsons, Paul 
Pasquale, Carl 
Pate, Joan & Jim 
Paterson, Louise 
Patterson, Richard & Regina 
Percario, Benjamin 
Perry, Richard & Priscilla 

Peter Twill Printing Services 
Peters, Tara 
Petersen, William & Sharko, Susan 
Petronella, Lynn & David 
Phair, James 
Piana, Burnett 
Piasio, Stephen 
Picone, Robert 
Picozzi, Victor 
Pitarrese, Rich & Phoebe 
Powel, Ruth 
Prendergast, Eileen 
Price, Mary 
Pugliese, Gloria 
Quilang, Benita 
Rafferty, Linda & Richard 
Rann, Lavona 
Rathgeber, Janlyn 
Rathgeber, Ronald & Jacqueline 
Ratti, JoAnn 
Reigle, Carol 
Reino, Donna A. 
Rev. John Carmichael-St. Ann's by the Sea 
Reyes, Alicia 
Rickert, Sheri 
Rigassio, Jim & Anna 
Roberts, Alice 
Rogers, John 
Rommeihs, Joan 
Ronco, Mr. & Mrs. Leonard D. 
Rosenthal, Ann 
Rossi, Frances 
Rozewski, Mr. & Mrs. Stanley 
Ruggieri, Gabriel 
Runo, Ilene 
Russo, Marie & Gerard 
Russomano, Mary 
Rustum, Mrs. Edwin 
Ryan, Lucy 
Salapare, Domiciano & Filomena 
Sanna, Bob 
Scanlon, Mr. & Mrs. Paul 
Scannell, Annette 
Scarinzi, Theresa 
Scarola, Michael 
Schoenfelder, Robert &  Phyllis 
Scioscia, Rose 
Semenoff, Emily 
Shaffer, Kenneth 
Shanahan, Mary G. 
Shiever, John & Ruth 
Sinsinawa Dominican Congregation 
Siracuse, Matthew 
Sisters of St. Dominic 
Small, Timothy & Joanne 
Smith, Graham & Regina 
Smith, Thomas 
Sofie, Lena & Richard 
Sohl, Karen 
Sokiera, Helen 
Spanarkel, Joan 
Speckhart, Bernard & Lorraine 
Spencer, Mrs. Charles 
St. Catherine of Siena Parish 

St. Rose of Lima Parish, Short Hills 
Stewart, Eric 
Stierheim, Albert 
Stophel, Becky & William 
Strott, J. William & Kathleen 
Suarez, Nina & Jorge 
Sullivan, Edgar 
Summit Physical Therapy 
Swain, Dave & Audrey 
Swajkowski, Matthew & Cynthia 
Tanglaw Filipino Society 
Taylor, Macauley & Kimberly 
Thatcher, Mary 
Thayne, Eileen 
The Duffy Family 
The Graff Family 
The Joseph & Elizabeth Hettich Estate 
The Law Office of Buckley & Theroux 
The Ludwig Family 
The Messner Family & Speedwell Foundation 
Thompson, James & Cynthia 
Thoms, John 
Tolentino, Ester 
Tomothy, Christopher & Patricia 
Toole, Eileen 
Treventi, Philip & Carol 
Trksak, Mr & Mrs Ralph 
Troyer, Thomas 
Trumbore, Victoria 
Uliano, Rose 
Umewkeje, Judy 
Vacca, Raymond 
Veitch, Mary Alice 
Vidal, Jane 
Wade, Carol 
Waeschle, Mary 
Walker, Bailey 
Walsh, Bill 
Walsh, Patricia 
Walsh, William 
Warnagiris, Joann 
Warren, Bernadette 
Warren, Christopher 
Watz, Caroline 
Weglinski, Margaret 
Williams, F. Michael & Victoria 
Williams, Gary 
Wohabe, Pamela 
Wyman, Debbie 
Yannotta, A. & B. Jardillo 
Yanosey, Robert & Michele 
Yauch, Mary 
Young, Alan & Irene 
Zamora, Sergio & Maria 
Zappe, Michael 
Zeidel, Maria 
Zilla, Elizabeth 
Zoti, Bill & Rosemarie 
Zotti, Terri 
 

Thank you 
and 

God bless you!! 



SISTER MARY ROSE DOMINIC OF JESUS (1925-2010) 
 

O ur Sister Mary Rose Dominic of Jesus, O.P., went home to Our Lord on 10 February 2010, at Saint Catherine 
of Siena Convent and Infirmary in Caldwell, New Jersey.  

 
Mary Rose Lynch was born on 9 October 1925 in Clonmore, Athboy, County 
Meath, Ireland to Thomas Lynch and Ellen McGeever; the fourth of five children. 
The family emigrated to the United States when Mary Rose was 22 years old. The 
four girls arrived in August 1947, while her brother had already emigrated in 1936.   
 
She entered the Monastery of Our Lady of the Rosary in Summit, New Jersey, in 
December 1948; was clothed with the white Dominican habit in July 1949 and re-
ceived the religious name Sister Mary Rose Dominic of Jesus, O.P. She made her 
Religious Profession of Temporary Vows in December 1950 and professed her Per-
petual Vows in December 1953. On 21 November 1955, Sister Mary Rose Dominic 
was one of twenty-three sisters who professed Solemn Vows, thus making them full
-fledged Nuns of the Order of Preachers. She became a naturalized U.S. citizen in 
June 1963. 
 
For more than sixty years, she steadfastly fulfilled various duties and household 
tasks, including that of portress, laundress and bell ringer. She voluntarily per-
formed many other tasks around the monastery, foremost among them decorating 
rooms and halls for Christmas and Easter.  

 
Her hymns and poems have been published in various magazines, anthologies, websites and in the Summit Choir 
Book. She was the author of two books published after entering the monastery: The Gospel Way of Life: A Book For 
Young People and  The Mystery and Destiny of the Church, both of which she wrote under the pen name of Sister 
Rosena Marie.  
 
After having proudly completed her annual decorating of the monastery for the 2009 
Christmas season, and enjoying once again the celebration of the birth of Our Lord, 
Sister Mary Rose Dominic suffered a major stroke on 28 December. Following her 
hospitalization she was first moved to a local skilled nursing facility and then to Saint 
Catherine’s Infirmary. She was visited quite often by our sisters and her family mem-
bers and friends during the last weeks of her life, and she was sometimes able to rec-
ognize and even converse, although with difficulty, with those around her. When it 
looked as though death—as well as an impending blizzard—were imminent, one of 
our sisters went to spend the night with her and was at her bedside at the time of Sis-
ter’s passing.                                            
 
The Funeral Mass and final rites of Committal were held on 16 February in the mon-
astery chapel and cemetery. The main celebrant for the Mass was Father Ciarán Fer-
gus, O.P., chaplain of our monastery. The concelebrants were Father Brian Plate, 
pastor of Saint Teresa of Avila Church and Father Frank Maione, confessor of the 
nuns. In attendance were several of Sister’s family members as well as representa-
tives of the Dominican Laity and members of the Rosary Shrine Guild. 
 
The communion of saints had a significant role in Sister’s spirituality. She believed that the church militant on earth, 
the church suffering in purgatory and the church triumphant in heaven are at the wellspring of Trinitarian commun-
ion and she had expressed these supernatural truths in her writings, especially in her hymns. For this reason, there is 
hope to believe that she will continue to think of and pray for her loved ones still on earth, especially the immediate 
members of her family and her sisters here in the monastery (and for future “aspirants” in particular.) 

Christmas was one of Sister Mary Rose 
Dominic’s favorite times of the liturgical 
year. 
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Sister Mary Rose Dominic rings the old 
carillon bell, a duty which she was respon-
sible for  in the monastery for more than 
fifty years. 



CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWEST NOVICE 
 

O n December 8, 2009, the feast of the Immaculate Conception, Sister Carri Prewitt 
received the habit of the Order of Preachers and officially began her novitiate. Sister 

has taken the religious name Sister Mary Magdalene of the Immaculate Conception. 
 
While the ceremony to receive a new novice is the same for each sister, there is always 
something unique about it each time it is performed. For Sister Mary Magdalene, her 
unique moment came as she had to endure having the prioress put her new side Rosary 
into place on the new belt around her waist without bursting into laughter (Sister is very 
ticklish!) Thankfully she retained her composure and made it through the rest of the cere-
mony before allowing her natural exuberance to burst forth as she greeted her sisters in 
the community room following the ceremony. 
 
Please join us in praying for Sister Mary Magdalene’s perseverance. 
 
 

FIRST PROFESSION 
 

O n February 13, 2010, the feast day of Blessed Jordan of Saxony, O.P., Sister Joseph Maria of the Holy Family, 
O.P. made her First Profession of vows during a Mass of Religious Profession cele-

brated by Father Vincent DeLucia, O.P., a campus minister at NYU in New York City, 
and concelebrated by our chaplain, Father Ciarán Fergus, O.P., Father Frank Maione, 
confessor for our nuns and Father Peter Stravinskas. Following the Mass, there was a re-

ception for Sister and her guests downstairs in 
Saint Dominic's Hall. Sister’s father, brother-in-
law and sister and her husband flew in from Texas 
to witness this special moment in her monastic 
journey. Unfortunately several of her friends, also 
flying in from Texas, were unable to reach their 
destination due to the snowy weather.  
 
Sister Joseph Maria currently serves the commu-
nity in our Seignadou Soaps department (she’s got 
a knack for swirling soaps!) as well as working in 
the sewing department and is also one of our af-
ternoon cooks. 
 

 

WELCOME SISTER MARY JOHN, O.P. 
 

I n late January we welcomed Sister Mary John of the Passion, O.P., from Our 
Lady of Grace monastery in North Guilford, Connecticut. Sister is here for the 

next three years as a temporary transfer to our monastery. Known at Our Lady of 
Grace as Sister Mary Catherine, she took the religious name of Mary John in order 
to avoid being confused with our own Sister Mary Catharine, O.P. 
 
Our Lady of Grace monastery was our first foundation, which was made in 1947. 
Nuns from our monastery also founded Our Lady of the Rosary monastery in 
Cainta, Philippines, in 1977. 
 
We are grateful to God and to our North Guilford Sisters for Sister's presence 
among us and we look forward to being the recipients of her many gifts and talents. 

Sister Joseph Maria really loved 
the cake made for her profession 
celebration. Sister with her family (from right to left): An (brother-

in-law), Katie (sister), Nghiem (dad) and Hat (brother
-in-law). 
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E-Mail: nunsopsummit@op.org 

Website: www.nunsopsummit.org 

Blog: www.monialesop.org 
Please help us keep mailing costs down by letting us know if you have moved! 

Please remember us when revising or making your will. 
Our life of prayer and praise is dependent on Divine Providence and the goodness and generosity of you,  

our friends and benefactors. May God reward you for your support and generosity! 
Our legal title is:  

The Dominican Nuns of the Perpetual Rosary of Summit, New Jersey.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Join us in celebrating  

“The Year For Priests.” 
  

June  19, 2009 - June 19, 2010 

 

Look inside to see our newly completed kitchen and refectory renovations!! 


